352      THE GROWTH OF THE POPULATION OF EUROPE

ing of farm animals and proposed the regulation of human

unions.

Views of this kind, however, are not typical of the age when
they were expressed. Nearly all those authors who touched
upon the population problem in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries were under the influence of nationalism. Their atten-
tion was concentrated upon the emergence and consolidation
of the great European states, and population was considered
by them in its bearing upon the welfare of these states. They
seldom undertook any analysis of the relation of numbers to
individual welfare. They were usually of the opinion of the
author of the book of Proverbs: In the multitude of people
is the King's honour: but in the want of people is the destruc-
tion of the prince,'1

Thus Jean Bodin writing in 1597 said that eil ne faut jamais
craindre qu'il y ait trop de sujets ou trop de citoyens: vu qu'il
n'y a richesse ni force que d'hoimnes'.2 Henry IV of France is
reported to have said that 'the strength and riches of kings
consist in the number and opulence of their subjects3.3 In the
following century Frederick the Great delivered himself of
similar opinions. cCet axiome est certain, que le nombre des
peuples fait la richesse des etats.'4 When writing to Voltaire he
remarked that he regarded 'men simply as a herd of deer in the
park of a great noble, which has no other function than to
people and fill the enclosure'.5

Such sayings were repeated many times by authors of the
sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. They were
founded upon the simple observation made by Montesquieu:
6I1 n'y a que les grandes nations qui aient des armees.'5 They
were supported, or seemed to be supported, by the fact that the
most sparsely populated countries were poor. The riches and
the teeming population of the Netherlands were much com-
mented upon. As we shall see, these simple views did not go

1  Proverbs xiv. 28.

2  Quoted by Gamier, op. cit., p. 102,

* Quoted by Stangeland, op. cit., p. 103.

4 Ibid.,?, 131.

6 Montesquieu, Grandeur et decadence des Romains (1846), p. 130.